
Frequently Asked Questions 

What should I bring to check in to the exam?   

Students do not need admission tickets to enter the AP Exam testing facilities. However, each student does need a CURRENT picture 
ID, such as a school ID or a driver's license. Without picture ID students will not be allowed to enter the room. 
 

What SHOULD I bring with me into the exam room?   

 Several sharpened No. 2 pencils (with erasers) for completing multiple-choice answer sheets. 

 Pens with black or dark blue ink for completing areas on the exam booklet covers and for free-response questions in most exams. 

 Your six-digit school code if you are testing at a school different from the one you regularly. Home-schooled students will be provided 
with their state or country’s home-school code at the time of the exam.  

 A watch (in case your exam room does not have a clock that you can see easily). 

 Up to two calculators with the necessary capabilities if you are taking an AP Biology, Calculus, Chemistry, Physics, or Statistics Exam. 
(Visit www.collegeboard.com/ap/calculators to learn more about the calculator policy for each of these exams, and for a list of authorized 
calculators.) 

 A ruler or straightedge only if you are taking an AP Physics Exam. (Protractors are not allowed.) 

 A government-issued or school-issued photo ID and your AP Student Pack if you do not attend the school where you are taking the 
exam. 

 Your social security number* for identification purposes (optional). If you provide it, the number will appear on your AP score reports.  

 If applicable, your SSD Student Accommodation Letter, which verifies that you have been approved for extended time or another 
testing accommodation.  
 
*Some colleges and universities use Social Security numbers as student identifiers when assigning AP credit or advanced placement 

for qualifying AP scores. While the College Board does not require students to provide their Social Security number, they may want to 

check with the college or university where they are sending scores to see if they prefer for students to provide a Social Security 

number on their AP Exam answer sheet. 

What may I NOT bring into the exam room? 

 Electronic equipment: (cell phone, smart phone, tablet computer, etc.), portable listening or recording devices (MP3 player, iPod, etc.), 
cameras or other photographic equipment, devices that can access the Internet, and any other electronic or communication devices. 

 Unapproved aids: Books, compasses, mechanical pencils, correction fluid, dictionaries, highlighters*, notes or colored pencils.* 

 Rulers, straightedges, and protractors (except as noted above).* 

 Scratch paper; notes can be made on portions of the exam booklets or, for Chinese Language and Culture and Japanese Language 
and Culture, on scratch paper provided by the proctor. 

 Computers* or calculators (except as noted above). 

 Reference guides, keyboard maps, or other typing instructions. 

 Watches that beep or have an alarm, or smartwatches. 

 Clothing with subject-related information. 

 Food or drink.* 
 

Snacks and drinks will also be provided for the students as the Timberwolves Foundation has provided us with a generous 
donation.   

Where will the exam be administered?   

Most exams will be administered in the Gymnasium.  Information on testing locations are posted on "Where do I report for a test?" on this site. 
Location information is listed based on date of test administration.   

When do I need to report to the testing room? 

You are required to arrive no later than 30 minutes prior to your exam: 7:30 a.m. for the morning administration and 11:30 a.m. for the afternoon 

administration. Students may not be dismissed until an exam has officially ended; do not ask to leave early if you finish before the end 

of the exam. If you play a sport or have a job, it is your responsibility to inform your coach or employer of your AP Exam obligation, and 

arrangements should be made accordingly. 

We encourage students to be on time for check in since there is identification information that must be completed before testing can begin 
which adds additional time to the testing time. For security reasons, students will not be admitted to the room once the exam materials have 
been opened. Late arrivals who are not admitted to the room are considered 'no shows' and are not eligible for the partial 
refund. 
 
 

http://www.collegeboard.com/ap/calculators
http://www.2015aptests.com/where-do-i-report-for-a-test.html


When is the exam and how long will the tests take?   

Exam calendar is posted on the Calendar on this website. Exams are either Morning (AM) exams or Afternoon (PM) exams. On average, exams 
last 4.5 hours (this includes approximately 45 minutes of time spent on completing identifying information, etc.) Students should notify 
coaches, parents, etc. accordingly since no early dismissal is possible from the exam. 

I have a disability and need to receive accommodations on my AP Exam. What do I need to do? 

 
Students who need to receive accommodations on their AP Exams must request approval from College Board through a one-time request 
process. The deadline to ensure review of your application by College Board before AP exams is February 21, 2015. Your counselor can help 
you submit your application to College Board.  You may need to provide some extra signatures and doctor’s notes, so please submit this 
information in a timely manner.  For more information and  support, on the College Board application please  go to collegeboard.org 

Do I need to have my absence excused with attendance?   

Attendance will receive a roster after students have checked in to excuse your absence. You are not excused for the entire day. You are 
responsible for all school work missed during your absence for AP Exams. 

What if I have more than one exam scheduled for the same day and same time? What if I have two exams 
scheduled on the same day? 

College Board makes provisions for students who would like to register to take two exams that are scheduled at the EXACT same time and 
date. Please email zeinsleiman-stearman@vistausd.org  immediately to get information on MVHS late testing information. You are not eligible 
for late testing if you are taking two exams back to back (i.e. one in the morning and one in the afternoon). 

May I be refunded for an exam if I chose to not take it?   

All exams are paid upon ordering.  If you decide not to take an exam for which you have paid, you must notify us in writing zeinsleiman-
stearman@vistausd.org  a week prior to the exam to be eligible for a partial refund. You must provide your name, short ID number and exam 
you are cancelling.    Any exam cancelled after that time will not be eligible for a refund.  If you chose to not show up for an 
exam or you sleep in and miss the exam, you will not be eligible for a refund. 

May I leave early if I finish the exam early?   

Per College Board's security regulations for exams, students may not leave the test until time is called and all examinees are excused 
together.  If a student leaves without permission, their exam will be collected and submitted separately to Colleg Board identified with an 
Incident Report.  Their score will be cancelled and no refund will be possible.  Exams are approximately 4.5 hours. Please be prepared for the 
duration of the exam. 

What if I miss the exam due to an illness? 

There are provisions for students who become sick or injured during or right before testing. In case of such an emergency, please 
email zeinsleiman-stearman@vistausd.org  or call the MVHS at 760-758-6800 ext. 73307.  A doctor's note may be requested. 
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